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Abstract

Objectives: To analyze the First Council of Nicaea (325 CE) as a formative moment in early Christian
history, examining how doctrinal debates, especially the Arian controversy, interacted with imperial
authority and helped shape Christian orthodoxy.

Methods: A historical, philosophical, and comparative approach that traces the development of the Nicene
Creed, the rise of systematic theology, and the institutional formation of the Church within the Roman
Empire.

Results: The study shows how a theological dispute over the nature of Christ turned into a political tool for
defining the official faith of the Empire. It also identifies points of convergence between Arius’s theology
and the Qur'anic view of Christ regarding divine unity, and points of divergence concerning the ontological
status of Jesus.

Conclusions: The paper interprets the Prophet Muhammad’s letter to Heraclius, particularly the reference
to "the Arians”, as an indication of a broader monotheistic continuity that goes beyond post-Nicene

doctrinal divisions.
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