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Abstract

The heavenly religions agree on the mention of the Prophet Elijah (peace be upon him) and on presenting
his life, mission, and struggle, yet they differ regarding the details of his call, the events of his life, his
ascension to heaven, and the legendary narratives associated with him. This study examines the account of
Elijah’s life and mission in the Holy Qur’an, the Talmud, and the works of Islamic Qur’anic exegesis. The
study employs a descriptive-analytical approach as well as a comparative method. The findings reveal that the
Talmud portrays Elijah in a mythical and legendary manner, depicting him as an angelic figure who remains
alive and does not die, occasionally appearing in human form. According to the Talmudic tradition, he will
return at the end of time to judge the Jews and announce the coming of the Messiah. The study further
demonstrates that the Qur’anic portrayal of Elijah differs significantly from that found in the Talmud. In the
Qur’an, Elijah is presented as a noble prophet who follows the path of the prophets before him, and whose
mission is based on evidence and rational proof. At the same time, certain similarities can be observed
between the two portrayals. Moreover, some works of Qur’anic exegesis present Elijah in a mythical and
legendary form, describing him as a living, quasi-angelic figure who does not die and who continues to
perform certain acts of worship, thereby reflecting similarities with his Talmudic image.
Keywords: Talmud, Elijah, Messianism.
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