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Abstract
Objectives: This study aims to analyze the origin of the term antisemitism and explore its religious and
cultural connotations within the context of its emergence in Western societies. It also examines the factors
that contributed to the rise of hostility toward Jews in those societies, investigates the relationship between
Western Christian thought—»both Catholic and Protestant—and anti-Jewish attitudes, and analyzes how the
Zionist movement has exploited the issue of antisemitism to serve the interests of Israel.
Method: The study adopts analytical and critical approaches through examining and analyzing the ideas
underlying antisemitism and their relationship to the religious and cultural beliefs of the Western societies
in which the phenomenon emerged. It further seeks to deconstruct the causes of anti-Jewish hostility in the
West, identify its religious, economic, and social dimensions, and critically assess the political exploitation
of antisemitism by the Zionist movement.
Results: The study concludes that hostility toward Jews in the West formed part of a broader religious and
cultural climate in Europe, where religious justifications were used to legitimize the discrimination and
persecution experienced by Jews. Anti-Jewish sentiment in Europe was also linked to the difficulties of
Jewish integration into Western societies. While hostility between Jews and the Christian world began
primarily as a religious conflict in the first century CE, it gradually evolved into economic and racial
antagonism by the late eighteenth century. The study further highlights the significant transformation in the
Catholic Church’s position on antisemitism through the reforms of the Second Vatican Council (1962—
1965). In addition, it finds that the Zionist movement successfully exploited the issue of antisemitism to
advance its political interests and to obscure its continuing actions against the Palestinian people.
Conclusions: The term antisemitism was influenced by eighteenth-century European theories concerning
race and the origins of peoples, many of which were later criticized and abandoned by most Western
intellectual traditions. The use of the term Semitic, which denotes a racial rather than a religious category,
was consistent with the rise of Western nationalism and the racial conflicts associated with it. The Zionist
movement benefited from the distortion of the anthropological meaning of the term Semitic, which came to
be applied exclusively to Jews. Anti-Jewish hostility in Europe was closely associated with broader racist
attitudes toward the “other” in Western culture, attitudes that were also manifested in modern colonialism
and its injustices. Ethically speaking, antisemitism extends beyond hostility toward Jews to include
prejudice against groups on the basis of racial and religious identities, indicating that the core problem lies
in the discriminatory foundations of hatred rather than in its target. Finally, the Zionist interpretation of
antisemitism portrays it as an enduring and inherent hostility of non-Jews toward Jews throughout history, a
view that has contributed to the notion of “structural antisemitism.”
Keywords: Semitism, Antisemitism, Anti-Judaism, Hatred.
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