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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to examine the complex relationship between Imam AbG Hamid al-Ghazali
(450-505 AH / 1058-1111 CE) and the Isma‘1lis by analyzing his stance toward the Batiniyyah in general
and the Isma‘ilis in particular. It also seeks to investigate his methodological approach in Fada’ih al-
Batiniyyah wa Fada’il al-Mustazhiriyyah and to highlight the significance of this work and the principal

themes it addresses in its critique of Isma‘1li thought.

Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through an in-depth analysis of Fada ik
al-Batiniyyah wa Fada’il al-Mustazhiriyyah. 1t demonstrates that al-Ghazali employed a historical-
theological methodology, relying on rational argumentation and a detailed examination of Isma‘Tli
doctrines and their intellectual foundations.

Results: The findings reveal that al-Ghazali employed a historical-theological methodology supported by
systematic intellectual reasoning and detailed analysis to refute Isma‘ili doctrines and invalidate their
arguments. His intellectual project sought to establish the doctrinal invalidity of Isma‘ili beliefs, thereby
providing a theoretical justification for their exclusion from the Islamic political and social spheres. The
study also concludes that Fada'ih al-Batiniyyah wa Fada’il al-Mustazhiriyyah remains one of the most

significant primary sources for the study of Isma1l1 thought and its doctrines.

Conclusion: The study concludes that al-Ghazali's critique of the Batiniyyah and the Isma ‘Tlis represents a
distinctive model of theological criticism grounded in rational disputation. His Fada ik al-Batiniyyah wa
Fada’il al-Mustazhiriyyah continues to serve as a foundational reference for understanding both Isma‘Tlt
thought and al-Ghazalt's intellectual response to it
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