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Abstract
Objectives: This study aimed to examine the theological perceptions concerning the Qur’an, Prophet
Muhammad #, and divine decree (al-qada’ wa al-qadar) as presented in the article “Ethics and the
Qur’an.” It also sought to identify the points of divergence between the theological views advanced in the
article and the Islamic understanding derived from the Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the contributions
of Muslim scholars.
Method: The study adopted a critical, analytical, and comparative approach to investigate the differences
between the theological foundations presented in the article “Ethics and the Qur’an” in the Encyclopaedia
of the Qur’an (Leiden) and those established in the Qur’anic worldview. The analytical method facilitated
the examination and deconstruction of the theological concepts discussed in the article, while the critical
method enabled their evaluation. The comparative method was employed to contrast these theological
foundations with Qur’anic teachings in order to identify areas of convergence and divergence and to
provide a deeper understanding of the fundamental differences between the two perspectives.
Results: The study found that the article under critique exceeds the boundaries of scholarly criticism and
advances explicit challenges to the Qur’an, the justice of Islamic law, and the status of prophethood, relying
on ideological biases and conceptual distortions that lack a sound scientific basis. In contrast, the Qur’anic
discourse presents a comprehensive ethical system that constitutes the essence of religion, integrating belief
and conduct into a coherent framework founded on mercy, justice, freedom, and spiritual purification. The
Qur’an portrays human beings as free and morally responsible agents whose status is determined by their
ethical choices, while presenting Prophet Muhammad # as the practical embodiment of Qur’anic values.
Consequently, the Qur’anic perspective is distinguished by its comprehensiveness, justice, and clarity,
offering an understanding of religion that is inseparable from ethics, freedom, and human dignity. The
study concludes that the article departs from objective scholarly critique and instead challenges core
Islamic beliefs, whereas the Qur’anic discourse upholds a holistic ethical vision that promotes freedom,
dignity, and justice, exemplified in the character of Prophet Muhammad #.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, theological foundations, Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (Leiden), “Ethics and
the Qur’an” article.
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These texts have been read, understandably, as suggesting that God causes the errant to

err. If this is the case, moral choice is illusory and punishment for moral transgressions

seems unjust.”?.
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“While the distinction between ‘religion” and ‘ethics’, so dear fo philosophical ethicists is
unnatural fo the Qur’an, nonetheless the focus here will be on passages discussing
virtuous conduct foward human beings rather than those concerned with virtuous aftitudes
towards God, right beliefs about God, etc.”('?.
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“The other term for such social groups, Hizb, is found more frequently, but it, too, suggest
aivisiveness ‘a clan of God” (5.-56, 58:22), in opposition to Hizb shaytan, the clan of

Satan, (58:19). None of these “political” categories has any ethical significance »(17),
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“The first motivation to moral action is the MYTH of the primordial covenant.” This is an
overtly mythological story of a primordial commitment to obey God.” (18)
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“The description of human nature in the Qur’an is not sanguine’. ‘It repeated|y complains
that human beings are fickle: if harm fouches human he calls to his lord, inclining towards
him, then If granted a favor from God he forgets that for which he pleaded before (Q39:49).
They are attentive to God and upright in conduct when in jeopardy or when suffering, but
heedless when secure. (17:83; 41:51; 70:19:21).” “"When secure evil as much as good
(17:11), they are prone to oppression and ingratitude (13:34) (22:26), and they are hasty
(17:11, 21:37), weak (4:28), and they are oppressive and ignorant’. (33:72)(".
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Acts, then, are categorized by the Quran in terminology suggesting strongly that its
message Is fo exhort muslims to do the right act and eschew the wrong act, more than fo
define for them right or wrong. The same seems fo be frue of concepts for cafegorizing
moral actors’”?.
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“The Arabic term most frequently translated as ethics, Akhlaq, is not found in the Qur’an,
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and there are few words that suggest a technical terminology for “ethics”, i.e. terms like

the English words “virtue” or “conduct”V,
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“Without doubt, words from the root Z-L-M, are the most frequent terms for wrong doing,
appearing 310 times in the Qur’an. The meaning of this term is complex and has
engendered a relatively large body of discussion”??.
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“The Qur’an abounds with rules of conduct, and taken in its entirely, establishes much of
a way of life. While it has little by the way of inquiry about rules of conduct, that is, what

philosophers of call philosophical or meta— ethics "(23).
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“These two moral facts are framed by two other important features of qur’anic ethics: (a)
that the Qur’an takes for granted the vice, virfues and modes of human organization
present at the time of revelation, and (b) that it has a jaundiced view of human capacity
and gooadwill'®¥.
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“One problem with qur’anic fext— one that has received perhaps too much attention from

Muslim theologians and Western polemicists— is the question of ‘predestination” in the Qur’an.
It is important to note that terms for ‘predestination” used in later disputes (qadar, taqadir, qada’)
do not, in the Qur’an, necessarily suggest predefermination of human moral choice 103,
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