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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to: present the evidences for the rationale (‘illah) behind the legislation of the
jilbab and the aspects of its wisdom; respond to calls for liberation and to those who object to divine rulings
due to their conflation between the rationale and the wisdom of the jilbab; clarify both the devotional
(religious) dimension and the societal benefits of the jilbab within the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid
al-shari‘ah), so that adherence to Islamic dress becomes a matter of conviction in seeking the pleasure of

God; and examine the views of Qur’anic exegetes regarding verses of legal rulings on this matter.

Methods: The researcher adopts an inductive approach by examining relevant verses of the Holy Qur’an
and the Prophetic traditions that explain them, in accordance with the principles of thematic Qur’anic
exegesis. This is followed by a descriptive presentation of the findings derived from the inductive process,
employing analytical, inferential, and comparative methods. The aim is to reach the intended results in line
with the study objectives, based on the outcomes of analytical exegesis and the methodology of thematic

interpretation of Qur’anic topics.

Results: The study arrives at several findings, including the confirmation that the rationale for legislating
the obligation of the jilbab is the covering of a woman’s ‘awrah (her body), as understood from Qur’anic
verses. It also clarifies the wisdom behind this legislation, such as preventing harm to women, reducing
temptation for men, and safeguarding and protecting society. These conclusions are supported by the
explicit and implicit meanings of Qur’anic verses, as well as the statements of the Companions, the

Followers, and interpretations of exegetes of legal verses.

Conclusions: The study concludes by clearly distinguishing between the rationale behind the legislation of
the jilbab and the aspects of its wisdom, and by refuting the misconceptions of those who conflate the two.
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