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Abstract

The issue of the vision of God is among the theological questions over which disagreement has arisen
between Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamad ‘ah and other Islamic sects. This study presents the Mu tazilite
perspective, particularly their denial of the possibility of seeing God, through an examination of al-Kashshaf,
the Qur’anic exegesis of al-Zamakhshar1. It analyzes his interpretation of verses that appear to support his
position, as well as his reinterpretation of verses that affirm the vision of God, based on his doctrinal premise
that vision necessarily entails direction, confrontation, spatial confinement, and the transmission of a visual
ray between the observer and the observed—attributes from which God must be declared transcendent.

The study then presents the critique of al-Taftazani of these interpretations and reinterpretations, through the
lens of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ‘ah, as articulated in his marginal commentary on al-Kashshaf. It demonstrates
that the conditions posited by al-Zamakhshari are not valid, arguing instead that such conditions are customary
rather than necessary, and may be absent—thus allowing for the possibility of seeing God without these
constraints.

Research Problem and Questions: The study seeks to address the following main question: What are the

critiques and responses presented by al-Taftazani to al-ZamakhsharT regarding the issue of the vision of

God, as found in his marginal commentary on al-Kashshaf?

This main question gives rise to two sub-questions:

1. What critiques and responses did al-Taftazani offer regarding al-Zamakhshari’s interpretations that
deny the vision of God?

2. What critiques and responses did al-TaftazanT present in response to al-Zamakhshari’s critique of the
evidences affirming the vision of God?

Obijectives: The study aims to affirm the possibility of seeing God, to identify the transmitted (textual)

evidences used by the Mu ‘tazilah to deny this vision, and to clarify the aspects of their critique.

Methodology: The researcher employs both descriptive and analytical methods: to present the evidences

used by al-ZamakhsharT in denying the vision of God and to analyze the critiques directed at them; and to

present his arguments against the evidences of Ahl al-Sunnah along with the corresponding critiques.
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Results:

1. The central point of contention lies in whether the criterion that validates the possibility of vision is
contingency (hudath), which would render vision impossible due to its implication of direction and
confrontation—attributes of created beings that cannot apply to God—or whether the criterion is
existence, which allows for the suspension of customary conditions in the vision of God.

2. Al-Zamakhshari denies the possibility of seeing God based on the principle of divine transcendence from
resemblance to created beings, as vision would entail direction, confrontation, and spatial confinement.

3. Ahl al-Sunnah, including al-Taftazani, reject the Mu ‘tazilite definition of vision that necessitates spatial
confinement, confrontation, and the emission of visual rays. Instead, they define vision as an increased
clarity of knowledge and perception, which constitutes a perfection attributed to God.

4. The reinterpretations offered by al-ZamakhsharT in denying the vision of God lack coherence with
established rational principles in this matter, whereas the evidences and critiques presented by al-
Taftazani are stronger and more compelling.

Conclusion: Al-Taftazani successfully refutes al-Zamakhshari’s arguments denying the vision of God in

al-Kashshaf, demonstrating that his interpretations of Qur’anic verses are aligned with his Mu‘tazilite

doctrine, and that these interpretations conflict with other rational principles and authentic textual evidences
affirming the vision of God.

Keywords: Vision of God; al-Taftazani, al-ZamakhsharT; al-Kashshaf; evidences of vision; critique.
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