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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to examine a technical term that has developed within the conceptual framework
of hadith critical scholarship, namely the term ‘ard. It does so by analyzing its usage among hadith scholars
and critics and comparing these usages with its established technical definition. The study further seeks to
establish a methodological approach that integrates formal terminological definitions with applied critical
practices in understanding the term.

Method: The study adopts inductive, inferential, and analytical methods. It surveys occurrences of the term
in critical sources, derives its various forms and meanings through contextual tracking, and analyzes these

meanings within the textual structure of critics’ discourse.

Results: The findings reveal that the term ‘ard carries multiple meanings within critical discourse, as it is used
in contexts related to transmission (tahammul), delivery (ada’), and pure critical practice. The study demonstrates
that restricting the term to its established technical definition leads to a narrowing of its conceptual scope and
overlooks the richness of its usage in critical discourse. It also emphasizes the necessity of interpreting the
term within its scholarly and applied contexts in order to reflect the intentions and methodological approaches
of the critics.

Conclusion: The study calls for adopting an integrative methodology in conceptual construction, one that
combines abstract terminological definitions with critical practice within their textual contexts. This
approach provides a more precise and in-depth understanding of the use of technical terms in the hadith
tradition.
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