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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to clarify the importance of the statements of the Companions in Islamic
jurisprudence, to examine the status of their practical ijtihad in matters where there is no explicit text from
the Qur’an or the Sunnah, and to explore the extent to which it is legitimate to obligate the Muslim
community to follow individual legal opinions (fatwas) issued by some of them. It also seeks to identify the
rank of the Companions’ statements among the recognized sources of legislation according to jurists and
the well-known schools of Islamic law, to answer the question of whether the Companions’ ijtihad takes
precedence over the ijtihad of those who came after them throughout the ages, and to clarify the scholarly
disagreement surrounding this issue and the resulting juristic implications.

Method: The study adopts the descriptive, inductive, and analytical methods. It presents both a general and
detailed conceptualization of the topic, explains its key meanings, addresses related issues, examines the
differences of opinion among scholars and jurists regarding the probative authority (hujjiyyah) of the
Companions’ statements and their indication of legal rulings, and clarifies the most important juristic
effects resulting from this debate in subsidiary rulings and jurisprudential issues.

Results: The findings reveal that the statements of the Companions fall into different categories and ranks.
Some were matters of agreement among the Companions and are classified as issues of consensus (ijma‘),
which constitute binding proof without dispute. Others were matters of disagreement among them; the
majority of scholars held that such statements are not binding proof, whereas Abti Hanifah maintained that
preference should be given among the Companions’ statements and that one should not depart from their
opinions to those of others. As for the statements of the Companions that did not become widely known
and around which neither agreement nor disagreement was established, they are considered binding proof
according to the Hanafis and Malikis, but not according to the Shafi‘is and the relied-upon view in the
Hanbali school. Each group has its own evidences supporting its position.

Conclusion: After examining the various scholarly views and juristic schools on the issue, the study
concludes that the ijtihad of the Companions in matters where there is no textual evidence or consensus
constitutes valid proof and should be given precedence over later ijtihad. This is because the Companions
lived with the Prophet #, witnessed his actions, heard his statements, and were aware of the reasons for
revelation; therefore, they were closer to understanding the objectives and underlying causes of the rulings.
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(9) Daud Rasyid Harun, The Writing of Hadith in the Era of Prophet Muhammad: A Critique on Harun
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