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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the threat posed by the Ghatafan tribe to the Muslims in Madinah and to
highlight the strategies adopted by the Prophet in dealing with it. The study employs the descriptive method
to introduce the Ghatafan tribe, its sub-tribes, areas of settlement, nature, and stance toward Islam and the
Muslims, as well as to demonstrate the danger it posed through attacking the outskirts of Madinah,
mobilizing alliances with other Arab tribes, and participating in coalitions with Quraysh and the Jews to
fight the Muslims. The analytical method is also used to uncover the reasons behind Ghatafan’s hostility
toward the Muslims and to explain the diversity of the Prophet’s strategies, which included the use of
military force—such as preemptive, punitive, and surprise attacks, refusing to yield to Ghatafan’s threats,
and preparing for confrontation—as well as peaceful means and strategies such as negotiation, deception,
undermining enemy morale, pardon and forgiveness, and winning their hearts through wealth and spoils to
prevent or reduce their threat. The study concludes that the most severe enemies of the Muslims were the
Jews and the polytheists, and that it was necessary to diversify the use of both peaceful and military means
to repel their danger. The study recommends further research into the Prophet’s strategies in dealing with
enemies in order to apply them to addressing the threats facing Muslims in the contemporary era.
Keywords: The Prophet’s biography, al-Maghazi (expeditions), Ghatafan, strategy.
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