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The Spirit of Islamic Art is Evident in the Murals of the Umayyad Mosque
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Abstract

This study is structured into three main sections. The first section briefly explores the historical context
of these murals, confirming their Umayyad origin. The Umayyad era marked a new phase distinct from the
Rashidun period, characterized by institutionalization, which may have necessitated a visual expression
derived from the pre-existing cultural surroundings- an approach common to all civilizations. The second
section describes the murals based on images, with the researcher manually redrawing them in ink from
their original source to avoid reproducing an image of an image. This method allowed for an artistic
analysis of the murals in the third section, which examines the primary objective: proving that the
philosophy of Islam as a belief system, alongside the Muslim artist’s perspective, thought, and culture,
collectively influenced the formation and execution of these murals. Furthermore, these elements played a
role in shaping the artistic values within the murals, including form, space, shadow, light, perspective,
color, and rhythm. The study argues that despite the realism in these artistic values and the artist’s exposure
to local and ancient arts, the Muslim artist managed to produce a distinctive form of art that can be
confidently classified as Islamic art.
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The list of sources and references is Romanized and translated according to the terms of the journal:
—  Ebraheem, wafaa, Studies in Aesthetics and Art,Cairo, Dar gareeb for Printing and publishing, 2000
—  Abo Al-Nasr, Omar, Umayyad civilization in Damascus, Birut, Tartous press, 1948
— Al-Alfy Abo Salih, Islamic Art, Cairo, National Library and Archives, 1990
—  Al-Alfy Abo Salih, Islamic.
—  Al-Basha, Hassan, Painting Islamic in middle East, Cairo, Dar Al-Nahdah, 1959, p.139-144
— Al-Basha, Hassan, Encyclopedia of Islamic Architecture, and Arts, Birut, Awraq Shargia for Publishing
House, 1999, p1 pp 130-131.

Yoy AY-YONEET.(Y) £ (YY) e Are S| OrlalydlT (0 sy W) Al




A1 goet | Aol g Al Liw (pun o

—  Bahnasy, Afeef, The Great Umayyad Mosque, demascus, Dar Atlas
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