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The Influence of Hindu Architectural Elements on Islamic
Architecture in India (Mosques as a Case Study)

Abstract
This research aims to extrapolate the effect of Hindu architecture on Mosque
architecture in India. Therefore, it reads Hindu Temple architecture and Muslim Mosques in
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the subcontinent. It delves into the architectural features of Hindu Temples and their
repercussions on the architecture of Muslim Mosques, showing examples of the elements
used by architects in the Islamic era. Thus these elements were an original legacy taken
from Hindu architecture. Importance of the research stems from the need to understand the
close relationship between the civilizations achievements of successive civilizations, and
the subsequent civilizations, those who benefited from previous cultures, sciences and
technologies.
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The research concludes that local Hindu Temple architecture, architectural elements
and techniques greatly influenced the Mosque architecture in India: Such as the use of
domes and semicircular arches, and the use of red stone with the prominence of stone courses;
this, in addition to the marble columns that were brought from ancient Hindu Temples.
Keywords: Hindu Temples and mosques, Mosques of India, the effect of Hindu Temples
on Mosque buildings.
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(1) Gustav Le Bon, ([Died in 1931), Indian Civilizations, Translator: Adel Zuaiter, Cairo, Arab
World Publications, 2009, P.22,23 (In Arabic)
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(2) F. Diacov. and Vicaleff, Ancient Civilizations, Translator: Naseen Al Yaziji. Damascus, Ala-
uddin Pub, 2000, P210,211(In Arabic)
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(3) Le Bon, Indian Civilizations, P.21

( 4 )
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%88%D9%87%D9%8 A%D9%86%D8%AC%D9%
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( 6 )
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nd_F_- Archaeological_site_of Harappa.jpg

(7) Diacov. and Vicaleff, Ancient Civilizations, P. 211

(8) Shanti Swarup, The arts and crafts of India and Pakistan, New Delhi, Central archaeological
library, 1957, P81

(9) Mohammad Ismael Al-Nadawi, Ancient India: Civilizations and Religions, Cairo, Dar Al Shaab,

1971. P. 26,30 (In Arabic)
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(10) John Marshall, (Died in 1835): Mohenjo Daro and Indus civilization, London LBS National
Academy of Administration, 1931, P.15
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(12) Le Bon, Indian Civilizations, P. 211
(13) A. Srivastava, (): An Introduction to Indian Art part 1, New Delhi, National Council of
Educational Research and Training, 2012, P. 70
(14) Stella Kramrisch, (): The Hindu temple India, University of Calcutta,1946
(15) A. Srivastava, An Introduction to Indian Art: Temple Architecture and Sculpture, Shikhara
or Vimana of Hindu Temples, India, UDAY Vasant DOKRAS, 2020, P.6
(16) Kramrisch, The Hindu temple, P.187
(17) Kramrisch, The Hindu temple, P.212
(18) Kramrisch, The Hindu temple, P.214
(19) Kramrisch, The Hindu temple, P.108, 118, 122
(20) Ahmed Rajab, (): Historical Islamic Monuments in India, Casablanca, Islamic World
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 2017, P. 100
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(21) Abdul Menem Al-Nemr, History of Islam in India, Beirut, Lebanon, University Foundation for
Publishing and Distribution, 1981, P 99 (In Arabic)
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(22) Abdul Menem Al-Nemr, History of Islam in India, P 14, 15, 83, 106, 113
(23) Bianca Maria Alfieri, (): Islamic Architecture in India. China, Lawrence King Publishers, 2000,
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(24) Mohannad Tarrad and Sager Sqour, Minarets Design between History and Modernity: Models
from Jordan, Al Manara Journal: Researches and Studies, Vol. (22), Issue (4g) Mafraq, Jordan
Aal Al-Bayt University, 2016, P. 311 (In Arabic)
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(25) kamel Yousuf Husssien, Mosques and Horizons: Four basic Features that distinguishes
Mosque Architecture in India, UAE, , Albayan Journal, 2001, https://www.albayan.ae/five-
senses/2001-12-10-1.1130502, P.1(In Arabic)
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A8_%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D
8%B

( 28 ) https://www.skynewsarabia.com/varieties/673171-
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(31) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qila-i-Kuhna_Mosque

(32) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Isha_Khan_Niyazi%?27s_tomb_-_Delhi_297_HT.jpg

(33) https://imamhussain.org/islamicarts/31412

(34) https://civilizationlovers.wordpress.com/2012/07/12/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AC%D8%AF -
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(35) Perween Hasan and Oleg Graber: Sultans and Mosques: The Early Muslim Architecture of
Bangladesh, 1.B. Tauris, ISBN 1845113810, 9781845113810, Google books, 2007

(36) Ahmad Abdul Muti Al Jalali, The Building and Development of Mosque in the Islamic World,
Cairo, Al- Hakim for Publication and Advertisement, 1990, P.185, (In Arabic)
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(42) Sumaiya Ahmed, Mosque Architecture or Architecture of Mosque: A New Notions of Bengal
During the Muslim Rule, Journal of Islamic Architecture, ISSN: 2086-2636 E-ISSN: 2356-
4644, Vol 4(1)June, Indonesia. Department of Architecture, Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana,
2016, P.5

( 43 ) https://lwww.insightsonindia.com/2015/03/02/2-compare-and-contrast-the-  indo-islamic-
architecture-with-that-of-temple-architecture-in-india/

(44) Sager Sqour, Influence of Hagia Sophia on the Construction of Dome in Mosque Architecture,
Proceedings of 8th International Conference on Latest Trends in Engineering and Technology
(ICLTET'2016), May 5-6 Dubai (UAE), 2016, P.11

(45) S. Mustafa Sqour, Attaining Human Aspects to Avoid Alienation in Architecture, Journal of
Civil Engineering and Architecture, Vol (12), issue (5), Germany, David Pub. 2018, P. 130
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(47) Richard Ettinghausen, Yale, Oleg Grabar and Jenkins, (): Islamic Art and Architecture: 650-

1250, Medina, KSA, Yale University Press, 200, P.165
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(48) J.C. Harle, The Art and Architecture of the Indian Subcontinent, 2nd ed. England, Yale
University Press Pelican History of Art, 1994, P 423,424
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(50) Sumaiya Ahmed, Mosque Architecture or Architecture of Mosque: A New Notions of Bengal
During the Muslim Rule, P. 7
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(52) Harle, The Art and Architecture of the Indian Subcontinent, P. 429,430
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